tlxe machinery and apparatus on a scale of efficiency not far short of
that of European establishments of the same date.

By His exertions, furnaces were built,, and the massive heavy iron
guns lying useless in the Arsenal,, run down and converted into the
various articles of wheel work and machinery, necessary to re-esta-
blish the laminating department on an entirely now footing',, (wooden
gear being in use previously.) An entirely new molting department
consisting of a new building, furnaces, pairing machinery, moulds,
and cranes, was built; the whole of tho apparatus requisite for tho
fabrication of sulphuric and nitric acids, was constructed and brought
into successful use, and finally tho method of refining gold and silver
by the humid process, was by means of thoso now chemical agents,
after the most vehement opposition on tho part of tho Mint Commit-
tee practically accomplished.

Dr. Bannister never held tho office of Mint Master, and at tho
time when the abovementionecl unwearied efforts in tho service of
Government were made, was merely Mint Mastor'n A,SH?vyor on a
small salary. He was afterwards appointed Assay 'Master, and would
probably have been nominated to tlio charge of tho Mint, on its ro-
sstablishment in 1841, had not Iris constitution, midormiuod by his
previous exertions, given way, and sickness obliged him to quit the
country for the Cape of Good Hope, where ho died on tho 18th July
1839.

After Mr. McKerrell, who quitted the Mint in 1830, tho office of
Mint Master changed hands very frequently, BO much so that at ono
period there were 14 now appointments in four years, and the natural
consequence was that the department fell into great confusion, Honce
when an enquiry was made in 1883, previous to tho introduction of
the present Tictoria currency, which is much more difficult of execu-
tion than the old one, it was stated to bo impossible to oxocnito it with
the existing machinery, nor indeed without an entirely new Mint, and
Eb body of artisans to work it. And the Government of India, under
this alternative, accordingly abolished the Mint, intending to supply
the Madras currency from the Mint in Calcutta, This happened in
1886.

short time served to convince the Home authorities of the
of tMs measure, aid in 1841" orders were received by

